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61G18-16.001 Continuing Education Requirements for Inactive Status License.

(1) As a condition of activation or reactivation of an inactive status license which has been inactive for less than four years, a veterinarian must satisfy the continuing education requirements of Rule 61G18-16.002, F.A.C., and must file a complete application as defined by subsection 61G18-23.001(1), F.A.C.

(2) As a condition of reactivation of an inactive status license which has been inactive for four or more years, a veterinarian must satisfy the continuing education requirements of Rule 61G18-16.002, F.A.C., and must file a complete application as defined in subsection 61G18-23.001(3), F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.211, 474.212 FS. Law Implemented 474.211, 474.212 FS. History–New 11-14-79, Amended 3-1-84, Formerly 21X-16.01, Amended 11-2-88, Formerly 21X-16.001, Amended 8-18-94, 2-6-95.
61G18-16.002 Continuing Education Requirements for Active Status License Renewal.

(1) All licensed veterinarians shall be required to obtain continuing professional education which contributes to the advancement, extension or enhancement of professional skills and knowledge in the field of veterinary medicine.

(2) Licensed veterinarians shall complete a minimum of thirty (30) hours of continuing professional education in veterinary medicine every biennium. Beginning on June 1, 2012, no less than one (1) hour of continuing education shall be in the area of dispensing legend drugs and no less than two (2) hours of continuing education shall be in the area of the laws and rules governing the practice of veterinary medicine. For the purposes of this rule, the laws and rules governing the practice of veterinary medicine are Chapters 455 and 474, F.S. and rule Division 61G18, F.A.C.
(a) One (1) hour equals a minimum of fifty (50) minutes and a maximum of sixty (60) minutes. Total hours of lecture time cannot be added up and divided into 50 minute intervals to obtain 1 hour credit for each 50 minute interval.

(b) Not more than fifteen (15) hours shall be non-interactive, correspondence courses. Interactive Distance Education Courses are not correspondence courses.

(c) “Interactive Distance Education Course” means a competency based learning course presented through live, synchronous technology or through prerecorded video coupled with a means for course attendees to ask questions of the instructor(s) and receive responses in a timely manner. Such courses may be presented through video conferencing technologies or interactive computer based applications. 
(d) Five (5) hours of continuing education in laws and rules may be obtained once per biennium by attending one full day or eight (8) hours of a Board meeting (whichever is shorter) at which disciplinary hearings are conducted by the Board of Veterinary Medicine by complying with the following:

1. The licensee must sign in with the Executive Director of the Board or designee before the meeting day begins.

2. The licensee must remain in continuous attendance.

3. The licensee must sign out with the Executive Director of the Board or designee at the end of the meeting day or at such other earlier time as affirmatively authorized by the Board. A licensee may receive continuing education credit for attending the Board meeting only if he or she is attending on the date solely for the purpose of obtaining continuing education; he or she may not receive credit if appearing at the Board meeting for another purpose.

(e) Not more than five (5) hours in complementary and alternative medicine modalities shall be credited toward the required number of continuing professional education hours referenced above.

(f) A licensed veterinarian shall receive credit for no more than five (5) hours of continuing professional education in business or practice management courses during any biennium period.

(g) A licensed veterinarian shall receive credit for no more than five (5) hours of continuing professional education in wellness and wellbeing seminars during any biennium period.

(3) During the license renewal period of each biennium, an application for renewal will be mailed to each licensee at the last address provided to the Board. Failure to receive any notification during this period does not relieve the licensee of the responsibility of meeting the requirement. The application for renewal shall include a form on which the licensee shall state that he has completed the required continuing education. The licensee must retain for a period of not less than three years from the date the course was taken certificates of attendance or verification from the provider, to document completion of the continuing education certified on the renewal form. The Department will audit at random a number of licensees as is necessary to assure that the continuing education requirements are met.

(4) Failure to comply with the continuing professional education requirement shall prohibit license renewal and result in delinquent status at the end of the renewal period.

(5) A licensed veterinarian shall not be required to complete a continuing education requirement prior to the first renewal of his license, but it shall be required prior to any subsequent renewal.

(6) Failure to document compliance with the continuing education requirements or the furnishing of false or misleading information regarding compliance shall be grounds for disciplinary action up to and including license revocation.
(7) No later than December 31, 2024, the Board shall review and consider amendment, modification, or repeal of this rule if review determines this rule creates barriers to entry for private business competition, is duplicative, outdated, obsolete, overly burdensome, or imposes excessive costs.
Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.211 FS. Law Implemented 455.2177, 455.2123, 474.211 FS. History–New 11-14-79, Amended 11-1-81, Formerly 21X-16.02, Amended 4-20-88, 11-2-88, 3-26-90, Formerly 21X-16.002, Amended 8-18-94, 2-6-95, 3-20-95, 9-24-96, 11-28-96, 12-30-97, 5-22-12, 6-9-13, 8-26-13, 4-14-20, 11-2-20.
61G18-16.003 Continuing Education Standards.

(1) The continuing education requirements outlined in Rules 61G18-16.001 and 61G18-16.002, F.A.C., may be complied with by attendance at approved scientific veterinary medical meetings.
(2) Approved courses are deemed scientific if continuing education courses are provided by:

(a) National, State and International veterinary association meetings and Board meetings;

(b) Board Certified Specialties recognized by the AVMA;

(c) University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine sponsored courses, including clinical grand rounds, veterinary resident’s seminars and Board specialty review sessions; 
(d) The Registry of Approved Continuing Education Courses (RACE); and
(e) United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services.

(f) Any AVMA accredited school of veterinary medicine.

(3) Upon specific request, continuing education courses shall be approved by the Board whenever the courses provide additional current information with respect to the practice of veterinary medicine. Such requests shall include the following:

(a) A detailed course outline or syllabus;

(b) A current curriculum vitae of each speaker or lecturer;

(c) The procedure to be used for recording attendance; and

(d) The number of continuing education hours for which the course sponsor requests approval.

(4) Beginning on May 31, 2006, each provider, unless exempted by rule, shall be registered with the Board. The fee for such registration shall be $200 and such registration must be renewed by May 31 of every other even numbered year.

(5) Course approval shall expire four (4) years from the date of approval. Continuing education providers shall reapply for approval of any course that has expired by complying with Rule 61G18-16.0035, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.211 FS. Law Implemented 474.211 FS. History–New 12-10-81, Amended 8-15-84, 5-7-85, Formerly 21X-16.03, Amended 10-14-86, 3-26-90, Formerly 21X-16.003, Amended 8-18-94, 2-6-95, 7-4-95, 12-30-97, 7-13-04, 3-7-06, 2-25-14, 1-31-16, 4-14-20.
61G18-16.0035 Standards for Providers of Continuing Veterinary Medical Education.

(1) Each proposal for program or course approval submitted by a provider must contain a detailed outline of the content of the program or course and must build upon a basic course or courses offered in the curricula of accredited schools or colleges of veterinary medicine. Continuing education must consist of post-doctoral degree programs offered by accredited college or schools of veterinary medicine, post-correspondence and on-line, real time courses, or other Board-approved educational methods.

(2) All offerings of continuing education must meet the following standards:

(a) Educational Content Development.

1. Continuing education offerings shall include a statement of measurable educational goals and behavioral objectives.

2. Continuing education offerings shall be designed to reflect the educational needs of the veterinarian and build upon the standards for practice and courses as found in the curricula of accredited colleges of schools of veterinary medicine.

3. Each continuing education offering shall be designed to explore one subject or a group of closely related subjects or standards.

(b) Methods of Delivery.

1. The method of delivery of a course shall be determined by giving appropriate consideration to such factors as educational content, objectives and composition of the audience.

2. The method of delivery must encourage active participation and involvement on the part of the veterinarian.

(c) Program Faculty Qualification.

1. The program faculty for a particular continuing education offering shall be competent in the subject matter and qualified by experience.

2. An appropriate number of program faculty for each activity shall be utilized.

3. There shall be adequate personnel to assist with administrative matters and personnel with competencies outside content areas in cases where the method of delivery requires technical or other special expertise.

(d) Facilities – The facilities to be utilized shall be appropriate and adequate to the content, method of delivery, size of the audience and promote the attainment of the objectives of the offering.

(e) Contact Hour Criteria. The number of contact hours of Continuing Education Units shall be determined by the provider in advance of the offering subject to approval by the Board and awarded upon the successful completion of the entire planned education experience.

(f) Record Keeping.

1. Records of individual offerings shall be maintained by the provider for inspection by the Board. The records shall be adequate to serve the needs of the participants and to permit the Board to monitor for adherence to the standards for continuing education offerings. The records shall also be adequate to identify the individual participant.

2. An individual certificate of attendance specifying title of offering, provider number, date of offering and number of contact hours earned shall be furnished to each participant by the provider. The individual certificate of attendance shall be maintained by the veterinarian for a period of three (3) years and shall be provided to the Board upon audit or request.

3. Records shall be maintained by the provider for a minimum of three (3) years.

(3) Providers seeking Board approval shall meet each of the standards outlined herein:

(a) All continuing education offerings conducted by the provider shall meet the standards for continuing education offerings as outlined in these rules.

(b) There shall be a visible, continuous and identifiable authority charged with administration of continuing education programs. The person or persons in whom the administrative function is vested shall be qualified by virtue of background and experience in presenting courses in and having experience in the administration of continuing education.

(4) Providers must be registered with and approved by the Board. Such Board approval must be renewed by the Provider every four years.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.211, 474.212 FS. Law Implemented 455.2179, 474.211, 474.212 FS. History–New 5-19-96, Amended 9-24-96, 8-1-04.
61G18-16.005 Euthanasia of Dogs and Cats; Technician Certification Course.

(1) Euthanasia shall be performed only by:

(a) A licensed veterinarian; or

(b) An employee or agent of a public or private agency, animal shelter or other facility that is operated for the collection and care of stray, neglected, abandoned or unwanted animals, as provided herein.

(2) Any employee or agent of a public or private agency, animal shelter or other facility that is operated for the collection and care of stray, neglected, abandoned or unwanted animals who performs euthanasia shall successfully complete a 16-hour euthanasia technician certification course. Any employee or agent who before October 1, 1993, has performed euthanasia shall obtain certification by October 1, 1994. Any employee or agent who after October 1, 1993, begins performing euthanasia must have successfully completed the euthanasia technician certification course before performing any euthanasia.

(3) The curriculum for the 16-hour euthanasia technician certification course shall provide information on the following subjects:

(a) Pharmacology, proper administration and storage of euthanasia solutions; eight (8) hours;

(b) Federal and state laws regulating the storage and accountability of euthanasia solutions; two (2) hours;

(c) Euthanasia technician stress management; four (4) hours; and

(d) Disposal of euthanized animals; two (2) hours.

(4) A certified veterinary technician who is an employee or agent of a public or private agency, animal shelter, or other facility which is operated for the collection of stray, neglected, abandoned, or unwanted animals may perform euthanasia without completion of the certification course. A licensed veterinarian who delegates the performance of euthanasia to a technician shall verify that said technician has either completed the certification course, or is a certified veterinary technician who has graduated from a veterinary technology training program that is accredited by the American Veterinary Medical Association Committee on Veterinary Technicians Education and Activities (CVTEA) and has successfully completed the examinations required by the Florida Veterinary Medical Association’s Technician Committee.

(5) Approval of the curriculum of the 16-hour euthanasia technician certification course by the Board of Veterinary Medicine prior to its presentation, shall be required. All providers of a 16-hour euthanasia technician certification course shall comply with the requirements of Rule 61G18-16.003, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 828.058 FS. Law Implemented 474.214(1)(hh), 828.058 FS. History–New 4-18-94, Amended 3-29-01.
