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61G14-15.001 Duties of Pilots and Deputy Pilots.

Every state pilot and certificated deputy pilot shall:

(1) Timely board and disembark vessel at the designated station.

(2) Pilot to and from or shift vessel between berths and anchorages under safe conditions.

(3) Dock and undock vessel unless the master requests otherwise.

(4) Anchor vessel in emergency situations and, under normal conditions, in designated anchorages.

(5) Optional services may be provided if included in a tariff approved by the Board.

Rulemaking Authority 310.185 FS. Law Implemented 310.002, 310.0015, 310.101, 310.141 FS. History–New 11-28-90, Formerly 21SS-3.005, 21SS-15.001.

61G14-15.002 Marine Incident Report Form.

(1) All collisions, groundings, strandings or other marine perils sustained or caused by vessels on which there was employed a licensed state pilot or certificated deputy pilot shall be reported to the office of the board or the piloting consultant within 48 hours of the occurrence, provided that this 48 hour period is understood to include one working day of the Board office. In addition, a written report shall be submitted to the department on forms and in the manner prescribed by the department within seven (7) days of the date of the incident, EXCEPT, HOWEVER, THAT ANY MARINE INCIDENT INVOLVING OIL SPILLAGE, POLLUTION, PHYSICAL INJURY OR DEATH, SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OR TO THE PILOTING CONSULTANT BY TELEPHONE OR TELEGRAM WITHIN 24 HOURS OF THE OCCURRENCE, IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIRED WRITTEN REPORT.

(2) The Marine Incident Report shall be submitted by a licensed state pilot or certificated deputy pilot whenever the pilot:

(a) Is providing piloting service to a vessel, and

(b) An incident occurs to that vessel while the pilot is providing such service, including docking or undocking.

Rulemaking Authority 310.185 FS. Law Implemented 310.111 FS. History–New 10-4-77, Amended 12-7-78, Formerly 21SS-8.05, Amended 5-31-87, 8-20-89, 12-24-89, Formerly 21SS-8.005, 21SS-15.002.

61G14-15.0025 Immediate Inactivation of License.

(1) Section 310.183, F.S., provides that the Department shall issue an emergency order placing on inactive status, for a period not to exceed 15 days, the license of any pilot or certificate of any deputy pilot who, while providing piloting services, is involved in a marine incident that results in the death of a human or substantial physical injury to a human or significant property or environmental damage, unless the Department determines that the incident is clearly not the result of the actions of the pilot or deputy pilot.

(2) For the purpose of section 310.183, F.S., the following definitions shall apply:

(a) “Substantial Physical Injury to a Human” shall mean injury to a human being which results in severe brain damage, loss of sight or hearing, severance from the body of any bodily appendage or second degree or greater burns over one-half (1/2) or more of the body.

(b) “Significant Property Damage” shall mean damage to real or personal property where the lesser of the cost of repair or replacement is more than $1 million. Damage costs include the cost of labor and material to restore the property to the service condition which existed prior to the casualty, but does not include the cost of salvage, cleaning, gas freeing, dry docking or demurrage.

(c) “Significant Environmental Damage” shall mean a discharge in excess of 10,000 gallons of oil or, in the case of a hazardous substance, the discharge into the atmosphere, surface waters or underground waters or onto the land of any hazardous substance of a nature or quantity which poses a threat to the health or safety of mammals, reptiles, birds, marine life or vegetation if such threat is not expected to naturally dissipate within twenty-four (24) hours or expected to dissipate within 24 hours by human intervention.

Rulemaking Authority 310.185 FS. Law Implemented 455.227, 310.101, 310.141, 310.183 FS. History–New 1-9-95, Amended 10-5-97.

61G14-15.003 Safety Guidelines.

As used in this rule, “pilot” shall mean both a state licensed pilot and a state certified deputy pilot.

(1) If a pilot determines that circumstances render transit by a vessel unsafe, the pilot shall not be required to board or direct the movement of the vessel until conditions permit safe transit. He/she shall advise the vessel’s master of his/her action, request that it be noted in the vessel’s log, and document it in his/her records. If the pilot becomes aware that the master insists on moving the vessel without a pilot, the pilot shall attempt, by any appropriate means, to give notice of such movement, to other vessels in the area, tugs assigned to assist, the Coast Guard and a law enforcement officer of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(2) If, after any pilot has boarded a vessel, circumstances change so as to render the proposed transit unsafe, he/she shall advise the master to postpone or halt the transit until it can be safely undertaken. If the master insists that the vessel continue as originally intended, the master shall thereby have assumed complete responsibility for the direction of the movement of the vessel. Thereupon, the pilot shall advise the master that the master has taken the conn and that the pilot is standing by and will, unless ordered otherwise, render advice to assist in attaining such level of safety as may be practicable under prevailing circumstances. He/she shall request that his/her action be noted in the vessel’s log and shall document it in his/her records. The pilot shall attempt, by any appropriate means, to give notice of his/her action to other vessels in the area, tugs assigned to assist, the Coast Guard and a law enforcement officer of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(3) If a pilot has boarded a vessel and circumstances change rendering docking or undocking of the vessel unsafe, he/she shall so advise the master. If the master insists that the vessel dock or undock in spite of advice to the contrary, the master shall thereby have assumed complete responsibility for the direction of the movement of the vessel. Thereupon, the pilot shall advise the master that the master has taken the conn and that the pilot is standing by and will, unless ordered otherwise, render advice to assist in attaining such level of safety as may be practicable under the prevailing circumstances. The pilot shall request that his/her action be noted in the vessel’s log and shall document it in his/her records. The pilot shall attempt, by any appropriate means, to give notice of his/her action to other vessels in the area, tugs assigned to assist, the Coast Guard and a law enforcement officer of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(4) Each association of pilots in each port where such association(s) exists, and the licensed state pilots in each port who are not members of such association shall submit to the Board for its review and approval or rejection, the normal maximum allowable draft of vessels calling at the port and restrictions on bottom clearance for each channel, as required by sections 310.075(4) and 310.101(1)(d), F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 310.185 FS. Law Implemented 310.0015(3)(a), 310.075(4), 310.101(1)(d) FS. History–New 11-6-89, Amended 6-26-90, 12-30-91, 10-25-92, Formerly 21SS-9.001, 21SS-15.003, Amended 11-15-93, 1-26-99, 10-4-99, 1-7-02, 5-11-03, 8-19-07.

61G14-15.004 Boarding and Disembarking.

(1) Except when subsection (2) applies, pilots shall board inbound vessels before or at the time they cross the Territorial Sea Line of Demarcation and disembark from outbound vessels at or after the time they cross such line; or, board and disembark vessels at the traditional pilot station, as approved by the Board and specifically listed below:

(a) Fernandina: Pilots board and disembark vessels drawing more than 23 feet off St. Mary’s Entrance Lighted Buoy “STM” in the vicinity of Latitude 30º 42.9' N, Longitude 81º 14.6' W. Vessels drawing 23 feet or less should remain north of the entrance channel and shall be boarded and disembarked from in the vicinity of St. Mary’s Entrance Lighted Bouy 6 in the vicinity of Latitude 30º 42.8' N, Longitude 081º 20.0' W.

(b) Jacksonville: For vessels drawing over 40 feet and up to 47 feet, pilots board and disembark in the vicinity of Latitude 30º 21' 53'' N, Longitude 081º 10' 32'' W (Area A). For vessels drawing over 40 feet and less, pilots board and disembark in the vicinity of Latitude 30º 23' 35'' N, Longitude 081º 19' 8'' W (Area B).
(c) Port Canaveral: Pilots board inbound vessels one mile southeast of Approach Channel Lighted Bouys 3 and 4; however, deep draft vessels and large cruise ships are boarded from one and a half to two miles southeast of Approach Channel Lighted Bouys 3 and 4. Pilots disembark outbound vessels in the vicinity of Approach Channel Lighted Bouys 7 and 8 to Lighted Bouys 5 and 6; however, pilots disembark large or deep draft vessels after Approach Channel lighted Bouys 3 and 4 are passed outbound.
(d) Fort Pierce: Pilots board and disembark off the sea buoy in the vicinity of 27º 28.6' N 80º 15.4' W.

(e) Port of Palm Beach: Pilots board and disembark off the sea buoy in the vicinity of 26º 46.3' N 80º 00.6' W.

(f) Port Everglades: Pilots board and disembark off the sea buoy in the vicinity of 26º 05.5' N 80º 04.8' W.

(g) Miami: Pilots board vessels seaward off the sea buoy in the vicinity of 25º 46.1' N 80º 05.0' W. They leave outbound vessels after clearing channel buoys #2 and #3 in the vicinity of 25º 45.8' N 80º 05.9' W.

(h) Key West: Pilots board vessels in position Latitude 24º 25.5' N, Longitude 81º 48.0' W, approximately 2 nautical miles south of Key West Entrance Lighted Whistle Bouy KW, or in position Latitude 24º 41.0' N, Longitude 81º 55.0' W, approximately 2 nautical miles north of the Key West Northwest Channel Entrance Lighted Bell Buoy in the vicinity of 24º 38.8' N 81º 54.0' W. Pilots disembark vessels in the vicinity of the Entrance Bouys.

(i) Fort Myers: Pilots board and disembark vessels off San Carlos Bay Light #1 in the vicinity of 26º 25.1' N 81º 57.5' W.

(j) Boca Grande: Pilots board and disembark vessels off the Entrance Lighted Bell Buoy #2 in the vicinity of 26º 39.8' N 82º 19.6' W.

(k) Tampa: In Egmont Channel, pilots normally board and disembark vessels between buoys #11 and #13 in the vicinity of 27º 36.5' N 82º 49.7' W and upon request will board and disembark off the sea buoy in the vicinity of 27º 35.3' N 83º 00.7' W. When entering by Southwest Channel pilots board off Entrance Lighted Bell Buoy #1 in the vicinity of 27º 32' N 82º 48.2' W.

(l) Port St. Joe: At this time a pilot station is not maintained at Port St. Joe. Vessels are required to proceed to the Port of Panama City and use the boarding and disembarking points provided for that port. Any boarding and disembarking off the Port St. Joe entrance channel will be by prior arrangement.

(m) Panama City: Pilots board vessels off the sea bouy in the vicinity of 30º 05' N 085º 46.4' W and disembark vessels after clearing channel bouys #1 and #2.

(n) Pensacola: Pilots board and disembark vessels seaward of Pensacola Bay Entrance Lighted Gong Buoy #1 in the vicinity of 30º 16' N 87º 17.4' W.

(2) When conditions make boarding and disembarking a vessel unsafe at the location specified in subsection (1), the location, time and manner of boarding and disembarking shall be mutually agreed upon by the master and the pilot involved, so as to provide an acceptable level of safety.

Rulemaking Authority 310.185 FS. Law Implemented 310.002, 310.141 FS. History–New 7-2-89, Amended 11-28-90, Formerly 21SS-8.012, 21SS-15.004, Amended 7-9-09, 2-27-17, 10-10-22.
